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True courage
is like a kite; a
contrary
wind raises
it higher.

John Petit-Senn

IN THEIR OWN WORDS
The comments below are excerpts from Forensic
Interviews at the Child Advocacy Center. The children’s
names have been changed to protect their privacy.

“He said if I told anyone this was happening, that he would
hunt me down and kill me.”

Angela, 12 years old

“I know it happened on Father’s Day because I didn’t have a
present for him. He said ‘that’ could be his present.”

Gabriel, 6 years old

“I was in the fourth grade. I got kinda scared because I didn’t
know what he was doing. One time, when it was done, he
reminded me not to tell . . . and I ‘pinky promised’ I wouldn’t.”

Emma, 9 years old

“Why do people keep hurting me?”
Will, 7 years old

“My adopted dad started touching me. When I told my mom,
she didn’t believe me. I decided to tell her again. She told me
that if I told she’d give me up and I couldn’t live there any
more. And besides, she said no one would believe me.”

Shane, 13 years old

“He sees me crying. He sees me in pain and he just keeps
doing it. When they took him away, he said, ‘we’ll be back
together in the end, Marie.’ He said, ‘just don’t tell anybody.’
And that’s why I didn’t tell. He told me he loved me.”

Marie, 11 years old
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The children who visit the Child Advocacy Center
have endured a lot in their young lives—physical and

sexual abuse; exploitation through the Internet; witness-
ing a crime; child pornography—these are the issues that

bring a child to the CAC.

REDUCING A CHILD’S PAIN
Before the Child Advocacy Center opened in
1995, an abused child had to endure additional
trauma from the formal investigation into the
abuse. In an effort to learn the facts of a case,
the child was subjected to interviews with social
services, law enforcement investigators and
medical personnel. Everyone had the best of

intentions but without any coordination of effort, the interroga-
tions of so many strangers resulted in a verbal assault on the
child. Even worse, the child was often questioned in clinical
and even scary places like hospital emergency rooms. The
entire process only added to a child’s pain and seldom yielded
enough information to keep the child safe.

When the need for a child abuse investigation occurs
today, a child is referred to one of our two, wonderful, child-
friendly centers in Springfield and West Plains. Inside our
doors, a child is greeted by delightful murals, a toy-filled wait-
ing room and a staff committed to the needs of children.

OUR SERVICES
FORENSIC INTERVIEW
When someone believes a child has been abused, a Forensic
Interview is the best process to determine what happened.
The interview is objective, non-leading and age-appropriate
for the child. It is conducted in a quiet room with our specially-
trained staff and permanently recorded so a child only tells his
or her story one time. In this non-judgmental setting, a child
can more comfortably discuss such difficult experiences.

SEXUAL ASSAULT FORENSIC EXAM (SAFE)
A SAFE is an exam for sexual
abuse. It begins with a complete,
well-child check-up in one of our
amazing exam rooms. Whether
the walls feature rain forest or
undersea creatures, the delight-
ful setting engages and relaxes
a frightened child, while our
nurse practitioner uses state-of-
the-art equipment to document
abuse. 

CHILD-AT-RISK EXAM (CARE)
A CARE also takes place in one of our happy exam rooms and
begins with a comprehensive, well-child exam. The CARE then
focuses on documenting physical trauma to a child.

TEAMWORK
Even though CAC staff provides
these services, a child abuse investi-
gation still involves many people. In
fact, the same folks who previously
conducted their own independent
investigations now work as a team.
From behind the scenes at the CAC,
team members observe the inter-
view; discuss outcomes of the exam;
share information; and determine
what action will best serve the child.

MEETING THE NEED
The CAC was first located at 1111 E.
Walnut St. in Springfield. Within five years, the agency out-
grew its space and moved one block west to a location that
offered room for growth. In 2009 we needed that extra space
to double the size of our building. On the heels of that project,
we began laying the groundwork for a CAC in West Plains.
This was to alleviate the two-hour drive families in south cen-
tral Missouri faced driving to Springfield. In 2011, we leased
part of a building in West Plains and, with minimal remodeling,
began serving children. In 2013 we bought the entire building
and completely renovated it to mirror our Springfield center.

The CAC and SC CAC now provide the resources we need
to serve children today, with room for growth tomorrow.

CHILD ABUSE MYTHS
Myth Only strangers are abusers.
Fact In 88-92 percent of cases,
the victim knows the offender,
usually a relative, family member,
family friend, babysitter or other
friend of the family.

Myth The majority of victims tell
someone about the abuse.
Fact Only one-third of all victims
tell their parents or other adult for
fear of being blamed, punished or
accused of lying.

Myth A child will say “stop” if
he/she wants to.
Fact Children seldom question
adult behavior, having been taught
to obey. They are coerced or
forced into abusive situations with
bribes, threats or abuse of authority.

Myth Family sexual abuse only
happens in low-income families.
Fact Abuse crosses all classes of
society.  No social, economic or
racial class is immune to abuse.

Myth Men and women abuse
children equally.
Fact Data indicates men are the
perpetrators in the majority of
cases. However, studies also show
female perpetrators are more
common than first suspected.

Myth Non-violent sexual behavior
between a child and adult will not
damage the child.
Fact ALL victims experience
shame, guilt and anger, and are at
risk for developing poor self-image.

The South Central Child
Advocacy Center in West
Plains primarily serves
Douglas, Howell, Oregon,
Ozark, Texas, Wright and
part of Shannon counties.

The Child Advocacy Center in
Springfield serves a 16-county area
in Missouri: Cedar, Christian, Dallas,
Douglas, Greene, Hickory, Howell,
Laclede, Oregon, Ozark, Polk,
Shannon, Taney,Texas, Webster
and Wright counties.


